WORKING WITH THE TEXT


 ‘TO THE TOP’





THE AUTHOR’S STORY STARTER IDEA 


INVOLVING ROLE PLAY AND EARLY MEDIA SKILLS





 ‘WHERE’S DANNY’








	Session One -Introducing the theme





1.	Read through the text together, preferably on the computer screen





2.	Discuss what could have happened to Danny.


a.	Where is he now?


b.	How did he disappear? Who or what was involved? Bigfoot, alien, friend, giant centipede? Sudden phone call?


c.	Where was he at the time? Cinema, McDonalds, Ski Slope, Disco?


d.	When did it happen?-Time of day.


e.	Why did he disappear? Sabotage? An accident? Kidnapping? Intergalactic space travel? Or did he simply decide to take a trip on his own to…… 


f.	What could happen next?








Session Two - Getting Excited about the characters and plot





1.	Set-up a mock television studio with chairs for a presenter and interviewees. Ask the children to choose a name for the T.V. show.





2.	 Using the questions above, select someone to be your first guest in the studio. The child must choose to be someone involved with Danny.


e.g. The Team Manager, a witness at the event, Danny’s brother or sister, a Nottingham Forest supporter. Demonstrate a two-minute television interview.





3.	Ask the children to split into groups of two or three, and explain that they are to interview each other in the same way, but not in the studio.


 


4	.Invite each group to appear in the ‘studio’.


They could simply re-enact their interview or you could interview the group yourself, to liven up the proceedings.





5.	At the end of the programme sum up by saying that Danny’s disappearance remains a mystery.








Session Three - Responding through writing





Ask the children to begin their own story featuring Danny’s disappearance, or another story inspired by the activities.


Don’t feel you have to ensure that everyone follows the same theme. The only proviso is that it should in some way feature football.











National Curriculum English Programmes of study, at Key Stage Two, covered by the competition and the proposed follow-up.








En 2 Reading





Understanding texts


      2. Pupils should be taught to:


c. make connections between different parts of text. [e.g. how     stories begin and end]





Literature


4. Pupils should be taught to


c. identify how character and setting are created and how plot, narrative structure and themes are developed


e.	evaluate ideas and themes that broaden perspectives and extend thinking.




















En1 Speaking and Listening 


[This unit applies to the suggested ‘Where’s Danny’ theme.]





Speaking


1. Pupils should be taught to:


b. gain and maintain the interest and response of different audiences.








Listening


2.  Pupils should be taught to:


b. ask relevant questions to clarify, extend and follow-up ideas


e. respond to others appropriately, taking into account what         they say.





Group discussion and interaction


3.  Pupils should be taught to:


a.	make contributions relevant to the topic and take turns in discussion


b.	vary contributions to suit the activity and purpose


c.	qualify and justify what they think after listening to others’ accounts


d.	deal politely with opposing points of view and enable discussion to move on


e.	take up and sustain different roles, adapting them to suit the situation, including chair, scribe and spokesperson.





Drama


4.  Pupils should be taught to:


a. create, adapt and sustain different roles, individually and in groups.











En3 Writing





Composition


1.   Pupils should be taught to:


c. use language and style that are appropriate to the reader.


d. use and adapt the features of a form of writing, drawing on their reading.





Planning and drafting


2.  Pupils should be taught to:


a. plan


b. Draft


c. Revise


d. Proofread


e. Present


f. Discuss and evaluate their own and others’ writing.








Breadth of study


9. The range of purposes for writing should include:


a. to imagine and explore feelings and ideas, focusing on creative uses of language and how to interest the reader.





11. The range of readers for writing should include teachers, the class, other children, adults, the wider community and imagined readers.











Good luck and have fun





June Vernau








No extracts from ‘To the Top’, on the Internet, can be copied for resale or profit but can  be copied in any form to be used as teaching aids in school or at home. 
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